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Approach to Improve the Ability of Policy Advocacy among Nursing Students:
a Policy Advocacy Competition for Students of Nursing Policy & Politics

Yumiko KURAOKA" Chifumi YOSHIDA "

(Abstract)

In this report, we describe the Policy Advocacy Competition which formed part of the Nursing Policy
& Politics program at St. Luke’s International University in 2016. The aims of the Policy Advocacy Com-
petition were as follows : (1) students will advocate concrete methods for solving political problems
that exist in health care systems ; (2) students will each give a presentation to the class to determine
the best policy ; (3) students will hone their abilities for policy advocacy. The competition was con-
ducted as follows : (1) students selected a policy theme and considered the surrounding political prob-
lems, brainstormed ideas to solve the problem, provided reasons that reinforced their idea, and
proposed concrete methods for solving the political problem as individuals ; (2) students with the same
theme formed teams and decided their policy in team discussions ; (3) each team gave a presentation
to the other students and the group as a whole determined the best policy. The policy that students
judged the best was “Development of a medical record system of mothers and their children shared
between hospitals and public health centers”. Students were able to learn about the important elements
of policy advocacy from participating in the Policy Advocacy Competition.
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