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(Abstract)

This report briefly describes the present situation, problems and solutions of the service-learning
course, in the undergraduate nursing education in Tokyo, Japan. The focus of this report is on our
activities in the first three years. Service-learning is an educational approach originating in the United
States that integrates classroom learning with social activities. It was first introduced into the under-
graduate nursing curriculum in 2015, based on our previous studies and education with student volun-
teers. It is offered to first- and second-year students as an elective course, having the goal of fostering
their civic and social responsibility for their future nursing careers. The program includes 1) e-learning,
2) classroom lessons, 3) volunteer activities, and 4) reflections. We obtained regional cooperation for 2)
and 3). It strengthened the university-community partnerships in 2016. For further improvement of the
curriculum, in 2017 we connected with an international service-learning program in the Philippines,
which enables students to continue participating in community service. The fact is that the ser-
vice-learning course has grown over the past three years. However, students have hesitated to register
for the course because they are not aware of the advantages of the program. Therefore, our future
plans are to redesign the course to be more attractive to students, and also to be more valuable for our

community.
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