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New Perspectives on Several Fundamental Theories
in the Research of Development

Kiyoto HIROSE Kyoko KOBAYASHI

(Abstract)

This study examines several fundamental theories in the research of development for the purpose of
circumscribing the theoretical standpoints that undergird this discipline. First, developmental studies
can be divided into two primary viewpoints, one focusing on early childhood and the other on life cycle.
Regarding the former, there is subdivided into two standpoints, one focus on the individual behavioral
changes corresponding to chronological order, and the other on acquiring various behaviors in the in
one’s interpersonal relationship. Freud and Piaget belong to the former while Bandura and Vygotzky to
the latter. Regarding the theory of life cycle development, Havighurst and Erikson are given due treat-
ment as the distinguished theorists of this discipline. Effort will be made to clearly differentiate between
Havighust's developmental tasks theory and the Erikson’'s socio-psychological theory, and finally new
viewpoints of Erikson’s theory will be discussed.
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