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Understanding of the Subject and Relationship Formation
In Clinical Practice in Child Nursing
— Four Types of Clinical Practice for Preschoolers —

Keiko Soeda
(Saitama College of Health)

The purpose of this study was to describe: 1)what kind of changes are brought about, as the nurse gains in experience, to the way she
has a understanding of and forms a relationship with the preschooler as a subject, which composes the practical ability in clinical child
nursing, and 2)how the expert in child nursing understands and deals with the child. The Grounded Theory approach was employed.
Data was collected by observing the actual cases where 20 nurses dealt with 18 preschoolers who underwent pre-arranged operations
during short-term hospitalization. Then those of analytical significance were selected thereof to interview 8 nurses. Using constant
comparative analysis, four types of notion concerning clinical practice in child nursing were extracted from the viewpoints such as
recognition and behavior of the nurse, the relationship with the child, and the child’ s responses: i.e., "It is my duty" (Type A), "The
relationship and my job are unrelated” (Type B), "I will follow strategies and criteria" (Type C), and "The interactive relationship is
important” (Type D). The Type-A nurse concentrated too much on carrying out her objectives to grasp the child's situation. The
relationship between them was conflicting. Type B tried to understand the child through heaping up information about the child. As the
child took to the nurse, she had a feeling that she understood the child. This type of nurse,who believes that the relationship with the
child and job performance are totally different, did not try to understand the child in the objective process of nursing. Type C, who
aimed at prompt completion of her duties, were less eager to understand the child. This type of nurse grasped physical abnormalities
and interpreted responses of the child based on the criteria of her own and the response patterns of the children she had dealt with
before. The relationship was conflicting. Type D tried to understand the child, grasped the child’ s situation, and formed a relationship
to perform her objective duties. The child was stable enough to cope with the situation and take part in the treatment process in
cooperation with the nurse. The response pattern of the child as a result of formation of the relationship varied depending on the goal set
and the efforts made by the nurse. In addition, Types A,B and C were found to go through a process where the nurse,while adding to
her experience through efforts in order to perform her duties, was gradually deprived of eagerness to perceive the child’s responses.
Type D successfully grasped the child's situation, related herself to and share the situation with the child,and<had a understanding> of
the child through gaining in the experience to deal with the child for better understanding. The way the Type D nurse understood and
dealt with the subject was regarded as skillful expertise of an expert in the field of child nursing for preschoolers.

KEY WORDS:
Understanding of the subject, Relationship, Expert, Preschooler, Child nursing



