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— EXPUE —

A serpent (snake) & a rod (cane)

as the symbol for medicine

Shizuka Tino

Many hospitals and medical institutions in Europ and U.S.A. have the symbol for medicine, which is designed with
A Serpent and A Rod. St. Lukes Hospital and College of Nursing in Tokyo have same Symbols in their garden and
buildings.

There are two way to find the route of the symbol. One is from the Bible and other is from the Greek Mythology.

1) According to the Old Testament (Number 21: 8-9) The Lord said to Moses, make a fiery serpent and set it upon
a people and it shall come to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

In the New Testament said (St.John 3:14) “A Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildness, even so must the Son of
man he lifted up” From these old and new Testament, I will think that the Moses brass serpent must be the model of
the Jesus Christ on the cross.

2) In the Greek Mythology, there are two kind ofthe symbols (Emblems), one is The Asklepios Emblem which
designed one serpent and one Rod, other is the Hermes Emblem, designed two serpent and one rod.

Commonly known the Asklepios as the symbol of medicine.

Tokyo St. Lukes Hospital and College of Nursing have Hermes Emblem and at same time they have the Cross as the
Symbol of Christianity.

Dr.R.B.Teusler, founder of the hospital said
“This Hospital is A Living Organism Designed to Demostrate Power Christian Love when Applied in Relief of Human
Suffering”



