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(Abstract)

In March 2019, the authors of this report, a team of Gerontological doctoral and master’'s course stu-
dents, participated in a five-day program aiming to learn the interdisciplinary team approach to health-
care and welfare service for older adults and people with dementia at the Michigan Medicine,
University of Michigan Geriatrics Center and its outreach programs. Visiting the Turner Geriatrics
Clinic, University Hospital and St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, the authors observed how comprehensive
healthcare for older adults is provided through interdisciplinary teamwork and collaborative efforts of
various specialists, including geriatricians, social workers and nurse practitioners, along with the sup-
port of well-trained, motivated volunteers. In addition to the importance of interdisciplinary team
approach to healthcare, the authors also learned of pioneering programs, activities and care for older
adults with dementia at all stages provided at the Turner Senior Resource Center and Brecon Village
Memory Support Center. Meanwhile, discussion with healthcare providers, staffs, patients and partici-
pants of the day programs elucidated difficulties relevant to geriatric care, such as issues concerning
advanced care planning and healthcare quality improvement.
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