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The purpose of this study was to identify, through an integrative literature review, the challenges to and
strategies for international nursing collaboration/cooperation among organizations seeking to promote the education
of nurses and enhance the capacities of nursing personnel. We searched for relevant articles using CINAHL and
PubMed, without time restriction. We found 31 articles with the term INTERNATIONAL and COLLABORATION
or INTERNATIONAL and COOPERATION in their titles, and NURSING in their texts. Of these, 23 articles were
concerned with collaborations for education and human resource development. We classified these articles into two
categories focusing on their collaborative processes, outcomes, challenges and strategies.

Nine articles published between 1997 and 2005 were classified in the first category: international nursing
collaboration/cooperation between organizations in two developed countries. Major contents of collaboration in this
category were nursing student exchange programs and human resource development for practitioners. Common
challenges observed here were budget management, language barrier, and evaluation of collaborative programs.
Internet was considered as a useful tool of communication. 14 articles published between 1971 and 2005, of which 11
published after 1999, were classified in the second category: international nursing collaboration/cooperation between
organizations in developed countries and organizations in developing countries. Programs in this category were
aimed at developing undergraduate or graduate courses/programs, training practitioners, and providing community
education in the developing countries. Common challenges observed here were communication difficulties, which
included not only language barrier but also lack of reliable means for communication, and understanding different
cultural backgrounds. The key is to respect each culture and its beliefs and to understand roles/functions of nursing
in respective country.

Our conclusion is that mutual understanding between cultures is essential for successful international collaboration.

Differences between cultures should be well recognized, and various ways of communication should be established.

Keywords: International, Collaboration / Cooperation, Nursing, Human Resource Development, Education
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