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Finding problems related to children's health in the
area of public health, nursing, education and dietetics.

-Outcomes from study meetings about children's health in a
metropolitan city-

Yuko Hirabayashi, Ikuko Oikawa, Satomi Ono, Yukiko Manabe
(St.Luke's College of Nursing)

Ishii Yumi
(Tsubaki Children's Clinic)

Kyoko Iwanabe
(St. Luke's College of Nursing (part-time))

Kumiko Yoshikawa
(St. Luke's International Hospital)

Chieko Oshima, Sumiko Kaneko
(Chuo City Tsukishima Public Health Service Center)

Between April 2004 and March 2006, we conducted seven study meetings on children's health problems under
the auspices of the St. Luke's College of Nursing 21st century COE Program. These meetings were designed with
the aim of bringing together community members involved in children's health in different ways to achieve mutual
understanding and initiate support action through studying together and exchanging ideas. Over the course of the
seven study meetings, the following five were raised by child-related professionals (nurses, health workers, childcare
workers, educators, nutritionists, etc.) as issues in providing support for children and their families. (1) Individual
case assessment and response to children and their families, (2) Responsibility for medical activity, (3) Barriers
between different professions or institutions, (4) Providing information to children and people surrounding them, (5)
Local environmental problems. As a result, the following measures were proposed to provide support for the health
problems of Jocal children and ensure collaboration. (1)Exchange information on the assessment of and response to
individual problems, and create a place to share methods of dealing with situations, (2) Share sources of information
such as guidelines to provide information and explanations of illnesses to people surrounding the children, (3) Have
a place where information about each activity can be exchanged, (4) Investigate ways in which local medical, health
and residential facilities can cooperate even more closely in medication management and medical care, (5) Think of
realistic ways for collaboration and responses involving families, (6) Work out ways of mutual cooperation through
interchange.
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