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Information about Asbestos Related Diseases and
Health Consultation in Websites of Local Governments

Yasuko Nagamatsu
(St. Luke's College of Nursing)

Introduction and Aim : The government started compensating to people suffering asbestos-linked health problems
but who are not covered by industrial accident insurance in 2005. Local health centres receive the applications by
non-occupational victims. This study aims to investigate how local governments provide information about asbestos
related diseases and health consultation in websites of local governments since it is getting popular for Japanese to
collect information through internet.

Subjects and methodology : 151 website of local governments which have health centers were examined if they
have (O page for asbestos related information, @ Consultaion, 3) Compensation for victims by occupational and non-
occupational exposures, @ hospitals that provide examinations and treatments of asbestos related diseases in the
community, & asbestos in public buildings, ® basic information of asbestos.

Results : All local governments had own website. 75.5% had page for asbestos related information. 81.5% had
information about health consultaion which indicated health centers as a service provider. 80.1% provided
information for non occupational victims and 66.9% for occupational ones. 34.4% showed local hospitals examinations
and treatments for asbestos related diseases were available. 76.2% revealed the public buildings which contained
asbestos. Laws about asbestos were shown by 86.8%, effects for human body by 69.5%, products contain asbestos by
68.2%, waste disposal by 65.6% and constluction procedure by 62.9%.

Discussion : Results indicated local governments are facilitating asbestos related information in their website. It is
remarkable that 80.1% indicated health centers as a health consultation service provider. Since Public nurses have
experiences to support people in community and information of medical services, they are expected to apply their
specialties upon people with anxiety of asbestos, patients and their family. Meanwhile, health consultation requires
special knowledge and experience on asbestos, guideline for nurses which include practical nursing cares are

necessary.

Keywords : asbestos, local government, internet, consultation, public health nurse
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