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A Systematic and Multi-Disciplinary Approach
to Domestic Violence Screening
and Early Intervention at Perinatal Hospitals in Japan

Chika Miyazaki'’, Yaeko Kataoka *’
1) Kozushima Public Health Center 2 ) St.Lukes College of Nursing

[Objective] To describe the systematic approach for domestic violence (DV) screening and early intervention in
four hospitals in Japan.

[Methods] Participants were leaders of DV teams and corroborators within the hospital. A structured interview
guide about DV screening and interventions conducted, in the hospital, were used to collect narrative information
from participants. Data from each hospital were analyzed line-by-line with information from the DV team, DV
screening, medical records, information for women and cooperation with community resources. Themes were
integrated. The Ethics Committee of St. Luke's College of Nursing approved the protocol.

[Results] Four hospitals provided a total of 15 consent-informed participates. Two hospitals (C and D) were
university affiliated.

Hospitals' DV teams developed their own DV protocols, which they used to support the women. The DV teams
consisted of either multi-professionals or nursing staff only; the leader of the DV team was a nurse. Nurses
implemented DV screening, early intervention and referrals to community resources; OBGYN physicians, medical
social workers and counselors cooperated with the DV team.

Hospitals A, B, C used the self-administered screening tool that they developed to identify victims. Hospital D
used a partner violence screen with one to one interviews. The results of screening and follow up were recorded in
the medical record. All hospitals prepared and used information on DV such as placing hotline cards in women's
bathroom. In addition, security systems were established to keep women's privacy and safety. Nurses contacted
police or the spousal violence counseling and support centers, which was required by the 'Act on Prevention of
Spousal Abuse and the Protection of Victims'.

[Conclusion] Information about systematic DV screening and intervention approaches that support victims in
pioneering hospitals would propel us to start and continue the support for women subjected to domestic violence.

Keywords : domestic violence, hospital, systematic approach, nursing
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