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(Abstract)
St. Luke's College of Nursing Graduate School has celebrated its 20th anniversary. The
objective of this study was describe characteristics of the graduates of the first 20 years
and learn their ideas about graduate education in order to take them into consideration in
our discussions of the future orientation and policies of the Graduate School. In July 2001
we mailed questionnaires to the 299 graduates (278 master's graduates and 21 doctoral
graduates). Slightly more than one-third provided data for our study.
The findings refer to both groups, with some detail presented for master and doctoral
graduates separately.
- Of the graduates, 80% entered graduate school as private persons and 20% were taking
official leave from their employers or receiving other support from them.

* Motivations for entering graduate school included: improvement of research ability,
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study in a field or theme of particular interest, improvement of ability in a special nurs-

ing field and motivation to learn more. More than 90% reported that these objectives

were achieved. |

- Their present occupations are: 70% in education-related positions; 20% in clinical set-
tings. They wish to continue in their fields. 'k

- Numbers of academic societies they were: master's, 4.9+2.3; doctoral, 6.9%3.9. All had
written at least one research paper as first author in the last five years (master's, 3.7
+3.1 (1~15); doctoral, 4.5+3.3 (1~12)). '

- Graduates indicated their preferences for the future direction of this college in response
to a set of questions that listed system, program and policy options for graduate educa-
tion. 90% wanted mofe lectures and courses from nurses in clinical practice. Among
many other suggestions, in decreasing order of frequency,: were: admission for working
people, day and evening courses, programs of study organized on a course basis.

- Many patterns were seen as pathways from when they completed their basic nursing
education to the future.

Our conclusions: The graduates have high expectations for the Graduate School. They,
themselves, wish to actively develop in their careers throughout their lives. They want the
Graduate School to take into account the diversity in ways of life of professional nurses
and allow students flexibility in their courses of study. With respect to graduate education
in nursing, the committee sees that in future the Graduate School should focus more on
the cyclic relationship among nursing research, education and practice. The Graduate
School can become a focal point for maintaining and improving each and the linkage
among them, there-by promoting its social and professional relevance.
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