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(Abstract)

This paper reports the nursing system and administration of Okinawa under the US occupation from
1945 to 1972, based on the contents of the nursing management seminar. US rule against Okinawa was
military administration until 1950, and subsequently civil administration by the United States Civil
Administration of the Ryukyu Islands, which issued proclamations and ordinances which were pro-
ceeded through the self-government organization of Okinawans. Nursing administration was carried out
through nursing departments set up on both the United States governing side and Okinawa self-gov-
ernment organization, and nursing administration. From 1945 to 1952, the “Nurse Regulations” were
applied to secure and train human resources in response to the significant medical staff shortage. From
1951 to 1968, with the increasing military presence in Okinawa, nursing education reform based on a
total of three nursing ordinances, training of instructors and incumbents, and a system for stationing
public health nurses were promoted, thus promoting a high quality of nursing. Since 1968, the adminis-
tration based on the Public Health Nurses, Midwives, and Nurses Law has been implemented for the
return to Japan. Nursing development factors included the strong leadership of United States nursing
officers and the trust relationship between them and the Ryukyu government nursing leader.
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