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Cross—cultural research on the appearance of transitional objects for infants
in Taiwan and Japan

Yichin WANG"*  Miyako MORISADA?

(Abstract)

In this paper, we examined cross—cultural differences and similarities in the appearance of
“transitional objects”, taking into account of variables such as mother-infant contact and maternal
mindset regarding child-rearing. A survey targeting Japanese and Taiwanese mothers with infants
was conducted and the result indicated that the occurrence rate of transitional object usage in Japan
(50.2%) was lower than that of Taiwan (68.3%). However, the occurrence rate in Japan tended to be
higher than in previous studies. In addition, the use of transitional object was more frequent in girls
than in boys for both countries. The results also showed no correlation between “growth environment
factors” and the emergence of transitional object usage. Regarding changes in maternal consciousness
due to child-rearing, findings revealed that the Taiwanese mothers’ maternal consciousness increased
more than the Japanese mothers. In both Japan and Taiwan, sensitive infants were more likely to use
transitional objects when mothers had “psychological conflicts associated with child-rearing.” This
result may be related to women'’s social advancement as well as the recent increase in the number of

dual-income and single-mother households.
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