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An Experiment in Midwifery Education
— A New Method to Reinforce the Ability to Diagnose —
Naomi Sato, Naoko Arimori, Masumi Katagiri,
Yaeko Kataoka, Yasuko Mitsuhashi, Akiko Mori,
Shigeko Horiuchi
Summary

In our midwifery program, the goal is to prepare students who can integrate knowledge, diagnose

individually, and plan unique care. During the theoretical component of our program, students acquired
knowledge through lectures. The students had not yet had the opportunity to gain experience in the clinical
setting. When students tried to understand a real phenomenon, like that of childbirth, they had difficulty.
We, therefore, developed a new teaching method to assist the student in achieving our goal.

In order to reinforce the ability to diagnose, we planned no lectures, but instead, planned the review of

many paper patiens. We developed simulated practices in the classroom, lectures by specialists, and

practices in hospitals and birth centers where case studies were reviewed to help students conceptualize real

cases.

In this paper, we will describe the process of how we considered this new teaching method and how we

applied it in our program.
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