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Abstract

Tutorial Performance in Problem-Based Learning
— An Analysis of Tutor Conference —

Yasuko Mitsuhashi'’, Shigeko Horiuchi®’ , Akiko Mori"’ , Naoko Arimori®’ ,
Masumi Katagiri!’ , Masako Momoi'’ , Haruko Okamura®’ ,

Hiromi Eto?’ ,Chizuru Kinoshita?’ , Satoko Nakagomi?’ ,

Masumi Imura®’, Sayuri Ogawa®’ , Naomi Sato?’

Problem-Based Learning(PBL) is a challenging new educational concept. The tutor’s role as facilitator is essential
to this concept. The purpose of this study was to clarify the performance of the tutor in supporting student learning.
Our process, therefore, was to analyze interaction between students and tutors during PBL. The subjects were
thirteen tutors. We analyzed the content of discussions during twenty tutor conferences. The study focused on
tutorial performance, which included the content and objectives used in the PBL.

The findings were as follows. Five categories were derived from the content analysis of transcribed discussion
data and tutor’s notes, (1) allowing students to decide the starting point, (2)allowing students to make their own
rules, (3) understanding that the learning center is the student's own point of view, (4) expecting and supporting the
progress of learning, and (5) encouraging and assuring student learning. The tutors used these standards of
performance (categories 1 to 5) in all PBL group sessions.
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Problem-Based Learning, Tutorial, Self-directed learning, Facilitation, Teaching- learning strategy
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