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Abstract

Concept of Nursing Subject and Nursing Practice in the Fii'st-year
Nursing Students

Michiko Ozawa, R.N.", Chie Kaharu, R.N., M.N.", Miki Yokoyama, R.N., M.N.",
Takako Iwata, R.N.", Nobuko Okubo, R.N., M.N."

The purpose of this study is to know the Nursing Subjects and Nursing Practice of the first-year nursing
students, because “What is Nursing” is a very important question for nursing students and all of the nurses.

In April 1997 and 1999, we conducted a questionnaire investigation on 169 first-year nursing students at the S
College of Nursing (132 undergraduate course students, and 37 graduate students transferred from another
course). “What is Nursing” was asked by using the open type question.

The findings are as follows:
1) Some 70% students grasp the Nursing Subjects as diseased and disabled people.

92) The verbs used by students in describing Nursing Practice,are categolized into 81 kinds,such as, ‘to take
care, ‘support, ‘~todo, ‘help, ‘give, ‘assist, ‘aid,’ etc. k
3) As for Nursing Subjects, the group of the undergraduate course students and the group of graduate students

transferred from another course, show similar responses, but different ones as for Nursing Practice.

Further discussion is needed to develop student's Nursing Definition in Nursing education.
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