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Abstract

A Three-year Study of Nursing Practice in a Nursing Delivery System

Keiko Toyomasu, R.N., M.N.", Ikuko Iwai, R.N."

Over the past three years we have encouraged and supported student nurses in the processes of decision-making,
planning, organizing and managing their nursing practice. During those three years, student nurses, faculty and
support staff reported different experiences. However, the student nurses seemed to be impressed and learned
much from the experience. We have heard such comments as “This practice is valuable”, “I feel the responsibility
of being a member of the team”, “This is our unit. (I belong to this unit.)”, “I felt we were delivering nursing care
as a team”, and “I'm looking forward to being a nurse”. The results of this study positively influenced us to
continue this education process as the guide in developing the purpose and detail of nursing practice for student
nurses. To implement this process and to allow student nurses into the facility, we needed to gain the
understanding and consent from the staff on the patient care units. Establishing positive relationships with the
unit and its staff nurses provided student nurses with support in their study, motivation and increased
self-efficacy in their developing role as professional nurses and allowed them to present a good impression to the

unit.
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