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The Background and the Evaluation Method of the Development of
E-learning in Domain of Nursing Education

Tetsuya OSAKO, M.N.”, Keiko TOYOMASU, M.N.”, Kazuhiro NAKAYAMA, Ph. D.”

(Abstract)

The utility of e-learning for Japanese nursing education, with its value of faculty-student interaction,
quality clinical application and close supervision have been questioned. To examine the utility of in-
troducing e-learning into St. Luke's College of Nursing, a literature review was conducted in order to
explore the basic framework of e-learning. From the review it was evident that e-learning, which is the
use of multimedia technologies and the internet to improve access to learning resources, had two di-
mensions. These two dimensions that supported e-learning were: distance education, which is learning
at a distance outside the classroom and Computer Assisted Instruction (CAIl), which is the use of
learning programs on the computer. In addition two directions in e-learning were found; one as the
vector of "generalization" which provides people a wide educational opportunity, and the other as the
vector of "individualization" which promotes active learning. Finally e-learning evaluations were com-
pared with traditional lecture type course evaluations in the field of nursing education. No major differ-
ences were found between academic achievement using e-learning and traditional lecture. However,
student satisfaction was the main evaluation focus of learner achievement and various results were
found depending on the investigation or item. Unfortunately, the methodological aspects of these
evaluations had many limitations; random assignment was not possible, sample size was often too
small to ensure the sufficient power, and the reliability of measurement tools was not established. Al-
though the evaluations contained many methodological limitations, we will select from among the
stronger models to guide our own evaluation activity.
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