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(Abstract)

Clinical practice of gerontological nursing in our college is undertaken in two institutions for each
student; that is, in a health care facility for the elderly, and in a geriatric hospital. Learning acquired
in each setting is then integrated during the campus conference, which takes place in the last day of
the practice. The purpose of this study was to consider the significance of practice through the stand-
point of students by evaluating their clinical practice records.

The subjects were 44 students from the 83 third graders who had gerontological nursing clinical
practice in 2002, and agreed to participate in this study. From the free statements written in the "Gen-
eral Self Evaluation" of each institution practice, those concerned with learning and awareness were
extracted, classifying and nominating them through considering their similarity.

The results were as follows ; The 7 items categorized from practice in geriatrics hospitals were: "un-
derstanding of the subject’, "Patients information gathering and needs assessment', "identified of
needs", "practice of nursing care", "understanding of dementia", "gerontological nursing view", and
"evaluations/impressions of the clinical practice". The classifications extracted from practice in health
care facilities for the elderly were 5, that is: "understanding of the subject’, "understanding of health
care facilities for the elderly", "care management process", "role of the nurse", and "evaluations/impres-
sions of the clinical practice". The results showed that there was learning acquired commonly in both
institutions, and also learning exclusive to a given setting, which allowed a mutual complementation;
therefore the significance of clinical practice in two different institutions was amply validated.

Future tasks include the use of conferences to discuss the specific role of nursing under the care
management, and coraboration with each professions of different fields, given the limited length of
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practice in health care facilities for the elderly.
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