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(Abstract)

E-Learning is an advanced online technology method of continuing education in Japanese nursing
colleges. E-Learning allows students to learn because they can adjust their work-time schedules and
it removes physical access barriers to educational facilities. E-Learning is a two-way system between
teachers and students through the Internet.

This article is a report showing the present status of E-Learning at 33 universities and colleges in
Japan identified as using this technology. Web site search results and a review of journal articles
containing descriptions of E-Learning programs were analyzed using 10 factors: course name, course
description, course philosophy, credit, cost, admission requirement, entrance examination, class-size
limit, E-Learning educational content, and computer system tools.

Among the 15 nursing college programs analyzed, only one nursing college introduced E-Learning
into their master's course. In the 18 liberal arts university and college programs analyzed, we found
many E-Learning course variations have been developed. There was no similarity among the various
university and college programs related to cost, class size or course name, however, there were some
similarities for these factors: 1. General public may take non-credit courses without an entrance exami-
nation. 2. E-Learning for continuing education had a limited number of non-credit courses and did not
have a required entrance examination. 3. E-Learning programs for credit leading to a degree required
a limited on-campus involvement (face-to-face education). 4. E-Learning for a master's degree also in-
cluded passing a regular entrance examination plus the on-campus involvement requirement.

We can use the experiences of these universities and colleges to advance E-Learning at nursing
colleges in Japan. In addition, our research indicates success in E-Learning is enhanced by high qual-
ity on-line discussion between students and faculty as well as increasing students computer literacy
skills. These are important steps to take for student retention in E-Learning programs.
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