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(Abstract)

As the use of interventional radiology (IVR) increases, the necessity of nurses to understand this
treatment also increases. This survey study describes the cooperation issues between radiology unit's
nurses and inpatient unit's nurses who care for the same patients receiving IVR. The focus was about
the present status of problems and solutions when psychological supporting of the patient who
receives IVR. Of the 190 questionnaires mailed to 190 nurses, physicians and radiology technicians
participating in the Interventional Radiology Study Group, 144 (75.8%) were returned. Content
analyses was used to classify and analyze the responses. A major theme was noted: “Inadequate
reporting about the physical and psychological needs of the patient about to receive IVR occurred
between the radiology unit and the inpatient unit”. The specific contents of the problem were:

“inadequate reporting of information about the patient”, and “and inadequate reporting about the
patient care protocol governing effective preparation of the patient for IVR.” However, a number of
solutions were also documented from the content analysis. It was found that the Radiology nurses:

“constructed of a system to support the patient”, “engaged in increased communication between the
staff”, “strengthened nurse knowledge and understanding about IVR”, and “provided patients with
an orientation to the IVR environment and protocol before the IVR treatment”. Cooperating so that

continuous quality nursing care can be performed will be important. It is recommended that nurses
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hold information exchange and the study meetings about the IVR daily practice so that patients can

undergo radiographic examinations and radiographic medical treatments in comfort.
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