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[Abstract]

The Bioethics Study Group, formed in 2000, has been conducting case study meetings once every
month. In 2003 the group selected the topic Search for Spiritual Care and reported their findings in
issue N0.30 (2004) of this Bulletin. In 2005 we continued the Search, focusing particularly on the topic
of identity.

This report summarizes the discussions introduced by seven members based on cases from each
member's special area of nursing.

These cases are:

0) A conflict of identity between parents and medical professionals concerning decisions about

their baby's treatment.

0) A mother's identity crisis when faced with the death of her baby due to an abnormal chromo-

some.

0) The case of a mother who had difficulties with identity due to a problematic pregnancy and

childbirth.

) The identity of a patient who lost her self-respect and suffered depression.
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) The case of a terminal-stage patient who regained his identity with the assistance of a student

nurse.

0) The case of a husband with terminal cancer whose reconciliation with his wife and family was

aided by home care.

0) The identity problem of an elderly person with dementia.

These discussions did not follow any systematic way of studying identity, but various cases were

presented by participants in each member's own field. Thus we touched on the identity of patients,

family members, and caregivers in relation to medical care.
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