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[Abstract]

St. Luke's College of Nursing (SLCN) has expanded its graduate program by adding a Women's
Health and Midwifery course in April 2005. There were major challenges both within the college and
with other institutions in developing this new program. There are two courses, one for academic re-
searchers and one for advanced practitioners. Permission to implement the program was granted with
the understanding that, in addition to completing the master's course, those advanced practitioners
who wish to qualify to sit for the national midwifery exam must also enroll in the specified courses
necessary to take the exam.

In the interest of developing midwifery education in the master's program, in August 2004 we in-
vited faculty from our sister school, Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU) School of Nursing,
and held a seminar. This was easily accomplished due to the International Exchange Agreement be-
tween OHSU and SLCN. The seminar included the introduction and comparison of the midwifery pro-
grams at each institution, an educational lecture, observing training at the college, and visiting a
birth center.

In February of the following year we visited OHSU. In order to prepare for the elective course,
“ International Cooperation”, several institutions were visited where student midwives were undergo-
ing practical training. In addition, meetings with researchers and licensed midwives took place.

Our vision of the future includes nurturing capable and talented practitioners who will contribute
to improving the health of mothers and children through this new program. We will strive to deepen

our ties to our sister schools and build meaningful relationships.
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