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Practice Report : The Initial Semester of the Accelerated Bachelor of Science
in Nursing Programs at St. Luke’s International University

Kana SHIMODA" Ai KAWABATA"Y Aya SATTOH" Shigeko HORTUCHI"

(Abstract)

Tn 2017, Japan's first Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN) programs began at St.
Luke’s International University in Tokyo. This is a two-year program for people who have already com-
pleted a non-nursing bachelor’s degree. The non-conventional curriculum provides lectures and practical
trainings that are integrated during short terms. Also, several faculty members are assigned specifically
for supporting ABSN students. The full quota, 30 students, admitted in the first year have as their
major characteristics 1) extremely high motivations to learn and achieve their own aims, and 2) high
social skills, such as communication skills, and 3) critical thinking skills, such as observation, perspective
and problem solving ability.

This short report summarized the contents, real situations and process of this initial semester of the
ABSN program occurring from April to August in 2017, as well as the characteristics of students, and
roles and works of the ABSN faculty.

[Key words] accelerated bachelor of science in nursing programs, baccalaureate degree,
nursing education, nursing students
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