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Effects of Educational Background on Nurse’s Competencies:
—An Integrated Literature Review—

Kyoko OYAMADA" Aki FURUYAMA®

(Abstract)

[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to use a literature review as a basis to describe nurse’s com-
petencies of those who graduated from nursing universities through comparison with those who gradu-
ated from diploma courses. We also summarized the research methods used in the reviewed articles.
[Methods] For the literature review we searched Ichushi-Web from 2003-2017 using keyword search,
then extracted original articles which met the following criteria: (1) using nurse’s educational back-
ground as an independent variable, and nurse's competencies as dependent variables; (2) examined
their correlations or causal relationship and (3) estimated statistical power was over 0.8. Researchers
screened and qualitatively integrated the articles. [Results] We summarized the research designs of 18
articles which met criterion (1) and (2), and integrated results of the eight articles which met all crite-
ria. Most articles used nonrandom sampling and multivariate analysis, and all results were generated by
self-administered questionnaires. Only two articles reported that educational background affected
nurse’'s competencies and five articles reported that the length of clinical experience was a factor for
developing nurse’s competencies. [Considerations] It's necessary to do more investigations that control
the influence of the length of clinical experience and measure nurse’'s competencies objectively.
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