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Comparative Analysis of the Concept of
Care/Caring in Japanese and English Nursing

Literature

Hanako Misao, Yumiko Hayama, Michiko Hishinuma, Ikuko Iwai, Chie Kaharu
(St. Luke’s College of Nursing)

The term kea (care) has been used in Japanese nursing since the 1970’s. Currently, this term is accepted as a
common word to mean nursing care in general, but its definition is not so clear. In English literature the concept
of caring has had an impact on research and nursing theories over the past two decades. So far, caring is regarded
as the essence of clinical nursing practice. However, in Japanese nursing the term “caring” is a relatively new
concept. The terms care, caring and nursing care need to be examined in order to clarify “care” in nursing.

The purpose of this study was to compare the nursing concepts, “kea (care)” in Japanese literature and “caring”
in English literature.

The first sample included forty-seven English language research articles written by 30 authors including qualita-
tive and quantitative research. The second sample included seventy-seven Japanese language articles consisting of

37 case studies, 21 commentaries, 14 overviews,and 5 original research papers. We used the An Analysis of the

Concept of Care/Caring: A Structure of Attributes identified from qualitative and quantitative research by Misao,

H.,, et. al.,, published in 1996 to compare the results of Japanese literature and English literature.

Content analysis of both samples was conducted separately. From the English sample 408 caring theme/attributes
were selected, and they were grouped into 102 attributes, 13 subcategories and 5 categories. The Japanese sample
was analyzed using 102 identified caring attributes.

From the English sample 5 categories were identified, Characteristics of Nurse, Nursing Activities, Patient-Nurse
Relationship, Caring Outcomes, and Others.

Japanese articles were grouped by authors into 2 types. One used “care (kea)” and the other used “nursing-(kango-)
and others)”. In Japanese nursing, several terms are generally used to describe nursing acts and they are kea
(care), kango (nursing), enjo (helping).

In Japanese articles kea (care), kango (nursing), kango-kea (nursing care) and enjo (helping) are used interchan-
geably by nurse authors. In comparison with English articles, Japanese articles used either kea (care) or kango

(nursing) to refer to the caring attributes of nursing care.
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