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Challenges of the Integrated Curriculum for the Accelerated Bachelor of Science
in Nursing Program (Fundamental Nursing):
Re-integration of Framework of Health Assessment and Case-based

Hideshi NAWA Masashi KATOGI Yumi SAKYO Yuriko MIURA
Ayaka SUZUKI Kanae TANAKA Ayako HIKATSU Mika OBUSE

(Abstract)

The Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN) Program was introduced in 2017. In the
first year, the fundamental nursing curriculum consisted of type-1 integrated subjects (Anatomy and
Physiology of the Human Body, Anatomy and Physiology of the Human Body: Practicum, and Health
Assessment), type-2 integrated subjects (Fundamentals of People-Centered Nursing Care (PCCN),
Methodology of Nursing, Basic Nursing Skills I and II, Practicum: Communication in Nursing, and
Practicum: Basic Nursing Skills), and Practicum: Methodology of Nursing (Skills and Processes). In the
students’ evaluation of the lectures in 2017, they pointed out that it was difficult to concentrate on learn-
ing PCCN and Methodology of Nursing in a short time. Accordingly, in 2018, PCCN was incorporated as
a joint course with undergraduate students, spread across the first semester.

However, in the students” evaluation in 2018, they noted that “learning nursing methodologies with-
out imagining the overall nursing practice makes it unclear what we are aiming for, and we do not
deepen our learning”. Accordingly, in 2019, further revision of the curriculum was implemented, and the
re-integrated curriculum was rebuilt.

The special features of the newly re-integrated curriculum are as follows: (1) creating a learning
foundation in which an impression of the nursing practice can be grasped; (2) re-integration of the sub-
jects of Anatomy and Physiology of the Human Body, Anatomy and Physiology of the Human Body:
Practicum, Health Assessment, Basic Nursing Skills I, and Methodology of Nursing; and (3) develop-
ing the ability to assess the subject as a whole focusing on Human Life and to practice nursing.
Together, these will nurture the nursing development ability of nursing students.

(Key words]) The Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN) Program,
re-integrated curriculum, framework of health assessment, nursing competency,
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