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An Investigation into Essential Abilities, Skills and
High-school Subjects Required for Students of
College of Nursing

Haruo Yanai
(St. Luke's College of Nursing)

Hidetoki Ishii
(Graduate School of Education, University of Tokyo)

We previously investigated university students' motivation for learning by conducting two nation-wide
questionnaire-type surveys: one with 33,432 university students in 2002, and the other with 11,481 university
instructors in 2004 (Yanai, et al,, 2003; Ishii, et al, 2005). In these surveys, it was found that there were some nursing
students whose motivation were low. In this paper, in order to reveal some characteristics of nursing education, we
reanalyzed the data gathered in these two surveys, focusing on the data for students and instructors in the nursing
departments. The analysis revealed the following three points:

1) Nursing students felt it was important to study biology, foreign languages and Japanese in high schools. The
instructors felt that ethics was also important.

2) Between students who had adjusted well to nursing education and those who had not, big differences were found
in factors such as cooperativeness, interest in biology and empathy.

3) According to nursing students, their qualities such as inquiring mind, creativity, reading skills, and abilities of
logical thinking, decision making and drawing conclusions improved year by year, although instructors' expectations
for these qualities were much higher.

The third point can suggest that nursing education fosters the abilities that are not measurable from the

conventional subjects in high schools to some extent.

Key Words: adaptability to a major field of study, university education, nursing



