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Midwifery Care during Transference from Maternity
Homes to the Hospital

Tomoko Imamura

(Ehime Prefectural University of Health Sciences)

Purpose: The purpose of this research is to study how to provide better midwifery care by evaluating cases of
transference from maternity homes to the hospital, from the viewpoint of mothers and midwives.

Method: Data were collected from semi-structural interviews and observation. The people chosen for the interviews
were three women and three midwives who cared for them. Data were qualitatively analyzed using the Outcome
Model.

Results: Case A: The reason for transference was the low birth weight of the child that had been pointed out prior
to birth. The midwife supported the mother in her decision-making process. The mother accepted to give birth in a
hospital because she thought it was necessary for her life and her child's safety.

Case B: The mother was transferred to the hospital as the delivery was being delayed. The midwife had predicted
the delayed delivery at an early stage, and judging from her reaction, she sought out the ideal time for transferring
the mother. The mother reported that her experience was a good one because she was able to consent to every detail.
Case C: The mother was transferred as the delivery was stopped halfway. In this case, exchange of information
between the mother and the midwife was insufficient. Transference was carried out despite the mother's will. The
mother reported that the experience was not good.

Conclusions: Safety is the most important in transference from maternity homes to the hospital. However, it is still
insufficient. In order to improve expectant women's satisfaction over transference to the hospital, it is important for
midwives to do the following: 1) To minimize the influence of transference, 2) To help her agree on transference, 3)
To support her in keeping her initiative, and 4) To inform her that support from the maternity home will be still

available.

Key words: Midwifery Care, Maternity Homes, Transference, Birth Experiences, Outcomes
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