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Anticipating Professional Nursing Practice: Trial and
Evaluation of a Bridge Program for Graduating Students
Part 2

— Basic Training for Drug Administration within the Given Setting —
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Introduction: Although safety and advanced nursing practices and skills are emphasized in recent years, there is a
gap between nursing skills possessed by new graduates and skills that are sought after. In this research, a training
program with which nursing students can examine their own issues concerning drug administration before they are
employed was implemented and evaluated.

Methods: The training program was given to students who were scheduled to graduate from University A in 2006.
(DA training scenario was created along with the setting of a learning target. Each student attended three mock
patients with different conditions for ninety minutes. Assistance from preceptors was available when needed. The
preceptors checked and reviewed the implementation of the training in accordance with the scenario. In the end, the
students, preceptors, mock patients, and observers all gathered to exchange their opinions.

(2Evaluations on how much the learning target was achieved and on the training program itself were provided by
the students and the preceptors.

Results: The training was implemented on five students.

(DThe students judged said they could not achieve the learning target very much. Students also evaluated that the
achievement level of the target in time was low.

(2Both the students and preceptors evaluated that the training program was effective in order for students to reach
the goal of the training.

(®During the plenary session, the students received advice on how to deal with reality shock from their senior nurses
who acted as mock patients and preceptors.

Conclusion: This was an opportunity for students to see that they could not implement what they had studied when
situation changed, as well as what they had not studied. Although there are many aspects to be improved, such
as the clarification of preceptorsroles and choice of right settings, we believe this is a very effective program to
implement before graduation.

Keywords : basic nursing education, reality shock, training program for drug administration, nursing practice
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