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Parental Decision Making in Children's Healthcare :
A Concept Analysis

Rei Koizumi "’

1) St. Luke's College of Nursing, Doctoral Course

[Purpose] To clarify characteristics of parental decision making in children's healthcare using Rodgers' (2000)
approach and to consider the support for parental decision making in children's health care.

[Methods] Forty-nine publications written in English and Japanese were reviewed and analyzed to identify
attributes, antecedents, consequences of parental decision-making in children's healthcare.

[Results] AttriButes: 1) Making a final choice relying on an agreement with a health care provider through a
process of interpreting information and opinion; 2) Making a choice Based on involvement with health care provider
and 3) Making a choice reflecting the child's opinion based on parental judgment. Antecedents: 1) No correct answer
from the view of child's best interest; 2) Premise that parents are the surrogate decision-makers for their child and
3) Parental role as a health care team member. Consequences: 1) Parental satisfaction or regret for their choice; 2)
Giving meaning to parental experience; 3) Accepting responsibility for their decision and 4) Relationship between
parents, child and health care provider. The following definition is proposed: Parental decision making in children's
healthcare involves making a final choice relying on agreement with the health care provider through a process of
interpreting information and opinion. The choice is based on involvement with health care provider and reflects
child's opinion under parental judgment.

[Discussion] The attributes indicates that parents need to make a surrogate decision for their child using expert
knowledge. It is important for nurses to support parents while they make choices through the decision-making
process.

Keywords : decision-making, child, parents, concept analysis
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