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New Baccalaureate Nursing Graduates’ Perceptions of
Required Nursing Competency
An Analysis of Interview Data from Nurses
in Their First Year of Work
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[Purpose] The purpose of this study was to analyze new baccalaureate nursing graduates’ perceptions of
required nursing competency and ascertain the implications thereof for baccalaureate nursing education.

[Method] Qualitative data was gathered through semi-structured interviews with 17 new baccalaureate nurses
working in metropolitan hospitals. Researchers composed of faculty members and a practitioner transcribed
interview data and analyzed it using constant comparative analysis to identify clinical nursing competencies.

[Findings] Seven core-categories were induced from interviews: (1) interpersonal communication, (2) self-man-
agement, (3) personal and professional development, (4) basic clinical knowledge for self-learning, (5) nursing as-
sessment and care delivery, (6) professional and ethical nursing practice, and (7) implementation of nursing work-
load.

[Discussion] These seven core-categories are similar to the competencies identified in the preliminary literature
review study. Implementation of nursing workload and self-management, however, were unique to this study. All
of the seven competencies should be taught through repeated laboratory exercises with well-designed simulation
and through clinical practice, which can provide rich experiences for students in a meaningful context. The collabo-

ration of faculty and practitioners is necessary to bridge the gap between theory and practice.

Keywords : clinical competence, clinical competency, new baccalaureate nurses
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