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Factors for Choosing Nursing by Students with
Bachelor's Degrees in Other Fields

Hiromi Oku "’

1) St. Luke's College of Nursing Doctoral Course

Purpose : The numbers of individuals, with bachelor’s degrees in nonnursing fields, entering nursing is increas-
ing. The purpose of this study is to describe their process of 1) making decision to become nurses, 2) selecting
which nursing school or college to enter and 3) how do they link the knowledge of their previous discipline to nurs-
ing.

Method : Data were collected by interviewing 10 nursing students who had graduated from universities with
nonnursing majors prior to entering nursing educational institution. Data about nursing educational institution
were also collected, in order to complement the interview data.

Results : Participants were motivated to become nurses when they experienced [difficulty finding employment]
or [groping for their career]. They chose nursing as their second career because they had [interest in nursing], and
when this interest and their demand for occupation were matched, it was changed to [intention to nursing]. The
main motivation for selecting came from [information]and [maintain living] and [environment / curriculum of
schools], [age]and [academic grades] were also related.

Only a few expressed the relationship between previous academic knowledge and nursing. They described that
nursing is in different field and so they [made a detour]. Moreover, recognition of nursing as a different discipline
led them to think [minimize past experience]. Furthermore, they put [ more value on job/working experience]
than what had learned at the university .

Conclusion : The numbers of students who select nursing as their second career are projected to increase when
business conditions are declining like it is today, and the factors related to this became clear. Ability to collect in-
formation was related to select educational facility. Entry of students with various knowledge bases may contrib-
ute nursing and it is important to enliven their knowledge as we think of managing diversity. Nursing institutions
must be properly prepared to accept these students to build nursing knowledge on their knowledge bases.

Keywords : student with non-nurse bachelor degree, diversity management, nursing education
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