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Partnership within the Context of Husband-Wife
Relationships during Reproductive
Medical Treatment : A Concept Analysis

Kyoko Asazawa '’

1) St. Luke's College of Nursing, Doctoral Course

Purpose : To clarify the characteristics of partnerships between couples undergoing fertility treatment, and to
consider the usefulness of these characteristics in supporting such relationships.

Methods : Using Rodgers’ concept analysis, 35 publications written in English and Japanese were reviewed and
analyzed to identify attributes, antecedents, consequences, alternative terms, and related concepts.

Results : Attributes: 1) Feelings about the partner; 2) developing mutual understanding; 3) developing mutual
cooperation and 4) sharing thoughts and emotions. Antecedents: 1) psychological factors, 2) social factors, 3) part-
ners’ factors, 4) characteristics of reproductive medicine and 5) support system. Consequences : 1) decrease in mental
distress; 2) positive effect of getting pregnant; 3) satisfaction with the relationship and 4) affect the stability of
QOL. Alternative terms were partner relationship, marital relationship, couple’s relationship, and relationship. A
related concept was partner’s satisfaction found by assessing their partner’s satisfaction. The following definition
is proposed: Partnership of couples undergoing reproductive medical treatment involves developing an understand-
ing of the partner’s feelings, along with understanding and cooperation with each other, and sharing thoughts and
emotions.

Discussion : This concept suggested that partnership reduced couple’s mental anguish and had an impact on
fertility, satisfaction of relationship and affect the stability of QOL. Therefore, it is useful in practice and research
to provide support for couples in reproductive medicine. Nurses are in a key role and need to assist couples in form-
ing a strong partnership so they can mutually support each other.

Keywords : partnership, couple, reproductive medicine, concept analysis, fertility nursing



