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Required Nursing Competencies for New Baccalaureate
Nursing Graduates :
An Analysis of Interview Data from Nurse Educators
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Purpose : The purpose of this study was to describe required nursing competencies for new baccalaureate nurs-
ing graduates from the experienced nurse’s viewpoint.

Method : This qualitative study was an inductive approach using data from semi-structured interviews of expe-
rienced nurses working in metropolitan hospitals and who were directly involved with educating new graduates.
Participants were 17 nurses under 30 years old, including four men and all with different educational backgrounds.
Researchers asked participants: (a) what types of competencies do you require for new graduates when they start
clinical work; (b) what types of competencies do you ask them to gain ‘on-the-job’; and (¢) what was your experi-
ence when you had a problem with a new graduate. The interview data were categorically analyzed to identify clini-
cal nursing competencies.

Results : Induced were 58 subcategories then 10 categories were abstracted: commitment to nursing, interper-
sonal communication, basic clinical knowledge, clinical assessment, nursing skills, accomplishment of nursing du-
ties, personal and professional development, self-management, risk management and professional relationships for
nursing practice.

Discussion : The nurse educators required competencies for new baccalaureate nursing graduates corresponded
to those induced from new baccalaureate nurses. However, there were some differences in objectivity or specificity
in expression due to differences in their perceptions. In particular, we could see that nurse educators and new bac-
calaureate nurses had a different sense about how to approach risk management.

Keywords : clinical competency, new baccalaureate nurses, nurse educator, risk management
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