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——A Formative Evaluation by Midwifery Students——
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Purpose : The purpose of this study was to obtain a formative evaluation from midwifery students about a
Blended Learning Method to cultivate clinical reasoning and responding to abnormal situations in pregnancy/child-
birth.

Method : We blended four media approaches : We-learning, @video—taped simulation distributed after class, for
online learning, ®discussion of case-based clinical reasoning, and @face-to—face simulation training. Participants
were 13 midwifery master’s students. Questionnaires provided data for 1) each media—approach and satisfaction level
before the labor practice training, and 2) after the practice training, about the usefulness of the abnormal situation
class. Thirteen students responded to the 1st questionnaire and 11 to the 2nd. Quantitative data from 10 point-Lik-
ert scales were subjected to descriptive statistics and qualitative data from the open-ended questions were coded
then categorized.

Results : The media evaluated the most highly before the practical training, were discussion of case-based clini-
cal reasoning and video—taped simulation ; participants mean scores for the media were 92+0.7, and 9.2+ 1.0, respec-
tively. The satisfaction level of the class was high (mean 89=0.9). Content analysis yielded learning as exciting,
fruitful, deepening, and memorable. After the labor practical training, 10 students responded the course was useful
both for ‘reflection-in-action’ and ‘reflection—on-action’ regarding abnormal situations. Participants answered that
e-learning was the most useful media for understanding phenomena and the simulation training was most useful for
responding to situations. While evaluations were positive, we found some problems in e-learning, such as content,
structure, running time and operability.

Conclusion : The Blended Learning may be a useful method for midwifery students to activate learning motiva-
tion, utilize knowledge and enhance clinical reasoning. In the future, we need to improve e-leaning content structure
and operability.

Key words : Blended Learning, e-learning, clinical reasoning, simulation training, obstetrical complications
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