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Experiences of Nursing Students with Disabilities
in Lab and Clinical Setting Training

——Secondary Analysis of Data from DIPEx-Japan
“Narratives of Students with Disabilities” —
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1) Tokyo Medical University Institutional Research Center
2) Certified NPO organization DIPEx-Japan
3) St. Luke’s International University, Graduate School of Nursing

Objective : To describe the experiences of nursing students with disabilities in lab and clinical setting training,
and discuss the environment for learning with them.

Methods : This research is a secondary analysis of the data collected for the creation of database of students
with disabilities (primary analysis). It is created through DIPEx (Database of Individual Patient Experiences) meth-
odology that utilizes the experiences of patients with disabilities in society. As of April 2023, the website “Narratives
of Students with Disabilities” contains the narratives of 37 students with disabilities through video, audio, and text.
We analyzed the data of seven individuals who had disabilities during their basic nursing education course. All ver-
batim transcripts were coded, after which we found high-level categories based on code similarities.

Results : The participants were 3 females and 4 males in their 20s to 40s. Two of them had hearing disabilities,
one had a physical disability, three had internal disabilities, two had developmental disabilities, and one had a mental
disability. Some participants had more than one disability. Six categories were identified : [reasonable accommoda-
tion], [challenges they face because of one’s disability],[emotions on challenges), [coping with challenges], [explaining
with others], and [learning through one’s disability].

Conclusions : Nursing students with disabilities were resourceful while facing challenges and learning through
their disabilities. In order to make environment where students with disabilities learn together with others, it is nec-
essary to (1) accumulate cases of reasonable accommodations,(2) develop organizational systems, and (3) improve
cultures where they can live together.

Key words : nursing students with disabilities, narrative, experiences in lab and clinical setting training, qualitative
research, secondary analysis
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