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(Abstract)

St. Luke's International University established Japan's first Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) course
in 2017. Since five years have passed, we decided to conduct a survey of our students and faculty
members with the goal of reflecting on our curriculum and identifying future challenges. Findings
revealed that students were highly satisfied with the lecture style (online and onsite), faculty guidance,
peer support, and learning environment, and they reported that they were satisfied with learning
content that would lead to the achievement of the diploma policy. Furthermore, graduates indicated
that they felt more confident in their research and quality improvement activities after completing the
course. Faculty members recognized that being involved in the DNP course was an invaluable
opportunity to learn new research methodology, perceive their contribution to practice, and develop
professionals who can create a difference in the clinical field. In addition, clinical supervisors appreciated
the opportunity to see the potential of their institutions. However, challenges, such as balancing work
and academics, difficulty in obtaining approval from the ethical review board at their own institution for
the design of implementation research, and the need to clarify the scope of the research project and

secure human resources to improve the curriculum, were also identified.
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