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Characteristics and Learning Experiences of Nursing Students

with Bachelor’s Degrees in Fields Other than Nursing

[Purpose] There is an increasing number of nursing students who already have
bachelor’ s degrees (BD) in other fields. The purpose of this study was to investigate BD
characteristics compared to nursing students with no previous

degrees (ND).

[Methods] Data were collected using questionnaires between May and October,
2012. Analyzed were 576 valid responses (BD=275, ND=301). The Research Ethics
Committees of St. Luke’ s College of Nursing approved this study(12-001).

[ Results ] BD students were more diverse in age, gender and educational
backgrounds. Proportions of male students were remarkably high. BD attraction to
nursing was: “wanted to be helpful to people” and they thought nursing was “a
worthwhile” and , “open future possibility” job and “can build own career”’. These
results were similar to ND students. BD preferred an educational institution “in
commuting area” and conducted “eligible entrance examination”. Preference of
Institution “in commuting area” had an interaction effect with working experience.
Interest in educational environments and popularity of institutions tended to be lower
compared to ND students. A trait particular to nursing education was “strictly mind the
rules and manners”. The results showed differences between BSN course and other
nursing courses. Nursing schools tended to be more rigorous. Most students with BD
felt positive about: “learning nursing after other discipline”. However, few BD had
support from educators to teach them to “build nursing on previous leaning experience”
or “build a career on previous experiences’. Their nursing educational institution
experiences affected their intention for a later nursing career. Those experiences were
positively related to their intention to affirmatively capture their previous learning
experience.

[Conclusion] It is essential to change the nursing education system to effectively
support students with previous bachelor’ s degrees and assist them to build nursing on

their previous knowledge.



