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Education Report on the Practice Curricula of Gerontological Nursing in an Undergraduate
School of Nursing During the Online Learning Period in the First half-semester of 2020

Tomoko KAMEI Chiharu KAWAKAMI Aki KAWADA Sachie ETOU Yasuko IGAI

(Abstract)

In April 2020, the first half of the academic year began to be conducted online in St. Luke's Interna-
tional University School of Nursing owing to the SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) pandemic. Under the geron-
tological nursing curricula, the authors had previously set 17 competencies as the goal for
undergraduate gerontological nursing education; thus, it is important to discuss how to provide lectures
and practice programs to students in the online education setting. The authors provided a practicum for
the students using “simulated experience of the older adult” (under Human Development I for fresh-
men) ; ‘communicating with older adults with neurocognitive disorders,” “nursing care for people with
behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia (BPSD),” “nursing care for people with chronic
respiratory failure,” “telenursing,” “nursing process for the older adult with hospitalization” and “care
management,” (under Gerontological Nursing II for juniors) : and “reminiscence therapy for the older
adults,” “telenursing,” “preventive care for older adults with delirium,” and “students’ presentation”
(under Health Promotion for the Older Adults for seniors). This effort was devised considering
extreme situations wherein several restrictions would be imposed in terms of conducting indirect face-
to-face communication between faculty members and students and among students in cyberspace, and
also considering that there were few resources for program preparation and the construction of teach-
ing materials. Owing to the nature of nursing for older adults, there remained concerns about the lack
of experience from direct interactions with people. Thus, it is important to improve these practice pro-
grams for further gerontological nursing education.
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