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(Abstract)

Objective : The discretion of public health nurses is a factor that affects the development of policies and
other public health nurse activities. The purpose of this study was to analyze the conceptual character-
istics of public health nurses’ discretion.

Methods : We analyzed 6 English and 14 Japanese publications using Rodgers et al.” s evolutionary con-
cept analysis method.

Results : Four categories of attributes were abstracted for the concept, including “making judgments
and decisions in the process of public health nurse activities tailored to the target in the administrative
organization.” Additionally, four antecedent categories were abstracted, including “expectations for pub-
lic health nurse activities addressing community and population health issues.” Finally, three conse-
quence categories were abstracted, including “policy development related to public health nurse
activities.”

Discussion : This concept of public health nurses’ discretion is the overall involvement of the nurses in
their activities and can be defined as “the various public health nurse activities that are performed
based on laws and other regulations and the judgments and decisions made through autonomous and
sometimes team-based consultations by public health nurses, who are professionals in an administrative
organization.” Public health nurses’ workplaces (i.e., the administrative institution to which they

belong) were reflected in the concept’s characteristics.
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