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Developmental Study on the Concept of Death in Childhood

Keiko Tokiwa et al.

This study was designed to investigate developmental changes of the concept“death* at the various age
levels of childhood. Subjects were 413 boys and 398 girls at the age levels of four years old through twelve years
old, living in Sapporo,Tokyo and Kumamoto areas. Their task was to answer eleven questions listed on the
questionnaire of the concept of death. The questionnaire was administered to them in August and November
of 1977.

The data collected were analyzed by linear regression techunique in order to find the changed concept at each
age group.

The following two points were suggested by the results of this study.

(1) The older children at the fifth and sixth grades indicated still having animistic tendency at the higher
cognitive level than the younger children. This tendency was apparently coincidental with a sixth grade
boy’s statement, saying “Ocean doesn’t have life, but is really living,”

which has been indicated by a Japanese psychologist.

(2) The younger children at four or five years old showed somewhat vague conceptualization of death. Early
enough, they felt and believed that death seemed fearful,inevitable and irreversible in a primitive way of
cognitive function.

These findings could be useful for effective child care in nursing practice as well as for child rearing.
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