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Prospects of Nursing Theory Education in Japan Based
on the Trends of Nursing Graduate Schools in Japan and the U.S.

Yoko SHIMPUKU, PhD, CNM, RN

(Abstract)

This paper describes how nursing theory is taught in graduate schools of nursing both in Japan and
the U.S. and discusses what kind of education in nursing theory is needed. In Japan, master's students
learn history and transition of nursing, theory construction or critique, application to practice, and tradi-
tional and current nursing theories. In the U.S. master’s students learn research application of theories
and theories related to role attainment, ethics, laws, management, leadership, and policy as an advanced
nurse practitioner. In the U.S., DNP students learn role attainment as a change agent in healthcare sys-
tem. In PhD courses, students obtain theoretical foundation with philosophy and transition of science.
They develop knowledge in epistemology, ontology, and theory construction through critique and discus-
sion. In Japan, few PhD courses published course contents online, and even in the published courses, the
course hours were limited. It is needed to expand and enrich courses that create theoretical foundation

of nursing scientists in Japan.
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