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CHROMOSOMAL. ANALYSIS OF 133 CASES USING AMNIOCENTESIS FOR 6
YEARS

Hiromu Kohzu et. al.

We have placed emphasis on the management of high-risk pregnancies for ten years. During the past decade, with the
advance of obsterics, risk factors have changed. There is an increased trend toward minimizing the risks of mortality
and morbidity to the mother and baby. Under such circumstances,there has been a great tendency that parents and
family members wish to have a better and healthy baby. To meet their demands, many diagnostic techniques have been
developed in a row to gain information about fetal status. Many scientific breakthroughs have been directed toward
diagnosis of prenatal fetal health. Recently, for various reasons in Japan, the number of mothers 35 years of age and
older has increased. In our hospital, to cope with this situation, we pay attention to those with advanced maternal age
who have an incresed risk of pregnancy complications and fetal anomalies.

In this article, we employ amniocentesis using fetal cells to make chromosomal analysis statistically. A total of 135
patients underwent amniocentesis between January 1981 and December 1986. Of the 133 cases, four (3.0%) had Down
syndrome, one had Turner’s syndrome and one had a balanced reciprocal translocation. Two cases failed to determine
fetal karyotype. No complications occured with amniocentesis.

It is a crucial problem for the parents and doctors how to deal with genetic disorders and their implications. There
are lots of controversy concerning management and terminations of pregnancy (therapeutic abortion). We can not
draw a conclusion at present. But we provide information concerning the genetic disorder or problem and all its
ramifications. In addition, we discuss client management opinions, support the family in their decision, assist them in
making the best possible adjustment to problem and refer to appropriate health care resources. In the future, we must
team up with the genetics teams to provide more detail information and introduce chorionic villi sampling (CVS)
technique for earlier diagnosis.



