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Justification and Implementation of the 2014 Extensive Reading Stamp Rally
—An Effort to Improve English Proficiency in the St. Luke's Community—

Jeffrey HUFFMAN, M. S. Ed " Kuniko SATO, MLS *’ Kaoru NAKAJIMA

(Abstract)

In the fall of 2014, the St. Luke’s International University library, International Affairs Department,
and English faculty jointly implemented an Extensive Reading Stamp Rally, which was open to faculty,
staff, and students of both the college of nursing and the hospital. This program was grounded in the
principles and evidence of second language learning, and it was designed to motivate participants to
read in English and to improve their English proficiency. A total of 282 books were purchased and dis-
played in the library, a seminar on the benefits of extensive reading was held, and prizes and certificates
were prepared for participants. Student staff members assisted with the implementation, and a book dis-
cussion event was held as part of the program. Sixty people attended the seminar, and there were 63
participants in the stamp rally. Due to the large number of participants and the high potential for
improving English proficiency, not to mention the likelihood that this program helps nurture and main-
tain a sense of community among staff, faculty, and students at both the college and the hospital, this
program merits further implementation. Areas for improvement include increasing the number of book
discussion sessions and increasing the number of student participants through enhanced outreach activi-

ties.
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