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A Survey of Instructors at Midwifery Schools
Throughout Japan

KAzuko NAITOH, JUNKO KONDOH

Our survey questioned full-time instructors of midwifery courses on their background and their
view of the midwifery profession, including their aspirations as instructors for the education of
instructors of midwives. We mailed out questionnaires to all instructors of midwives at 80
institutions, and received replies from 158 persons at 70 institutions. The response rate was 66.4%.

Backqround of the respondents : The average age was 40.2% ; slightly more were married thas single.
About two-thirds were living with their families. There was a strong correspondence between age
and annual salary (before tax deduction).

More respondents had ended their general education at the high school level than at the university
level. As for their midwifery education, 60% had become instructors after completing 3 years study
of nursing and then going on to midwifery school.

The majority of respondents had experience working as a bedside midwife and as an instructor
of midwifery. There was a moderate correspondence between the number of years they had worked
as an instructor of midwifery and their age group.

View of the profession: We used a 5 point scale to measure the view of the profession of midwifery.
Respondents were positive regarding their thoughts on the profession of midwifery and the knowledge,
skills, etc. necessary for midwives. However, they were negative about the evaluation of midwives
by society. There was also a tendency toward negative responses regarding the future expansion of
the midwifery profession.

Respondents agreed that to become a midwife instructor 5 years bedside experience is necessary.
They also agreed that the education program for those training to become an instructor should have
courses in education, midwifery science, bedside instruction, research, human relations, general studies
and basic courses. In addition to this instructor education program, they would also like a periodic,
yearly or 3 yearly, continuing education program for those who are already instructors. This
program would include the study of new or controversial topics, besides education, midwifery science,
bedside instruction, research, and human relations. Comparing the content of the two programs, the
latter program would include a study of the problems practicing instructors have become aware of
while teaching, whereas the former deals with basic education and midwifery science. In the latter,
there would also be a reductdon of general studies and basic courses and a concentration on new or
controversial topics. There was a trend in the responses toward recognizing this as a level at which
to pursue research on one’s own topics.



Key Words

Midwifery courses

Instructors of midwifery

Background of the respondents (educational background)
Education program for those training to become instructors
Education program for those who are already instructors

— 94 —




