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Ethical Problems in Teaching Practice
—Learning about the Ethics of the Teaching Profession in Educational Practices Seminars—

Yasuko MITSUMORI" Mari TSURUWAKA Y Kyoko IWANABE"

(Abstract)

The aim of this study is to clarify the ethical problems encountered by students in teaching practice
and to examine what they learned about the ethics of the teaching profession in educational practices
seminars. We analyzed a total of 32 students, who described ethical problems through questionnaires
and feedback papers for the class. Students described 68 ethics situations related to respect for a child’s
individuality and equality. The 68 situations were classified into 2 themes : problems related to relation-
ships (40 situations, 7 categories) and problems related to organization and management (28 situations,
3 categories). Descriptions of learning in the class were used to generate 120 codes and 7 categories,
which were classified into [understanding of the characteristics of school], [understanding of the teach-
ing profession], [the importance of ethical thinking as a professionall, and [deepening of self-under-
standing]. In summary, learning about the ethics of the teaching profession was found to consist of (1)
deepening one’s understanding of school organization and education, (2) the need to cultivate ethical
thinking as teachers and school health teachers, and (3) the importance of self-reflection in the teaching

profession.
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