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(Abstract)

This paper is intended to shed light on the characteristics of public health nursing, particularly activi-
ties to protect children and pregnant women, and the public health nurses who provided this nursing at
St. Luke’s International Hospital and the Japanese Red Cross Society prior to and during World War II.
The issues featured in the previous edition (Bulletin of St. Luke's International University, Vol. 2, 2016)
were used as a reference. Both these institutions have recognized the importance of protecting children
and pregnant women since the Taisho period and sowed the first seeds in this field by conducting busi-
ness and activities before the national government embarked on the same endeavor. Public health nurs-
ing activities at St. Luke’s began at the request of Tokyo City and provided an opportunity for the
organization and systematization of public health activities at medical institutions. This led to the
spread of public health nursing activities to specialized public health nursing education and government
institutions. Meanwhile, the Red Cross began a grant program to prevent tuberculosis following a reso-
lution at the International Conference of the Red Cross. This allowed the Kyoto Chapter of the Red
Cross to promptly commence care for the frail child populations. Thereafter, protection for pregnant
and parturient women and children was offered at various chapters of the Red Cross and soon spread
nationwide. Activities by local chapters of the Red Cross were even seen before the activities of the
central headquarters, which resulted in the introduction of social nursing education. Among the former
members of both institutions are people who have made substantial contributions to public health nurs-
ing activities and education programs both in mainland Japan and in overseas Japanese territories. Due
to the demand for public health nursing, practical activities were developed before education programs.
Findings suggest that, after a few years, both institutions developed educational programs specializing
in public health nursing, which paved the way for more educational endeavors in this field.

(Key words] St. Luke’s International Hospital and St. Luke’s College of Nursing,
the Japanese Red Cross Society, public health nursing,
activities to protect children and pregnant and parturient women, public health nurse
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