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EXbER

Difficulties in English Specific to Children with Learning Disabilities

Keiko Fukaya!’ , Yumiko Hirai?)

Abstract

Having attracted attention a few decades behind the United States of America, English education for LD
students in Japan lacks established methodology as well as materials. This is a report of an English class
for some 10 LD students, ranging from 5th to 9th graders, under the instruction given by volunteer English
teachers, psychologists, graduate students and parents of LD children.

Most students in the program are superior in listening comprehension and speaking compared to their
reading comprehension and writing abilities, both in Japanese, their native language, and in English.
Therefore, phonetic awareness is emphasized in class in order that the students can recognize the
relationship between letters and sounds, and this method has proved to be successful.

Some problems of 1.2 students(students who learn English as a second language) are identified similar
to those of L1 students(students whose mother tongue is English): having difficulty in writing “J”, “N”,

“_»

“S7, “b”, “d”, “g”, “p”, and “q”; having difficulty in learning lower case alphabets; mixing up “b” and
“d”, “p” and “q”, “n” and “m”, “a”, “i” and “e” ; skipping periods or question marks when writing
sentences. Those problems can be slightly solved by explaining the shapes of letters and giving some hints
to help their memory, training to make it a practice to monitor their writing.

Students with learning disabilities have diverse problems. This report ends in some concrete advice for

LD students, parents and English teachers.

Key words:
learning disabilities, dyslexia, English, phonics
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