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Abstract

Process whereby caregivers inference the fabricated world
of elderly demented patients

Masako Minamikawa !’

The purpose of this study was to ascertain the process whereby caregivers inference fabricated world of elderly
demented patients by clarifying what type of information is collected and how it is processed by caregivers.

A conceptual model was prepared for the process whereby caregivers inference the fabricated world of elderly
demented patients. The model was based on cognitive inferential methods in the field of cognitive psychology and
the human information processing system proposed by D.E.Rumelhart.Through the use of this conceptual model,the
process whereby caregivers inference the fabricated world of elderly demented patients and the interrelationships
among the content,degree and process were analyzed using data obtained by observations, interviews and basic
surveys.

The following findings were based on an analysis of data obtained from observations of twelve caregivers.To infer
a fabricated world,caregivers paid particular attention to unusual behavior in daily-living activities, such as
wandering about or eating foreign objects; family life; and occupation. The amount of collected data was within 742
range in all cases. In addition,about twice the amount of data was required for caregivers to infer fabricated worlds
when severe dementia-induced disability made conversation difficult when compared to cases where conversations
were possible. Analysis of the data revealed that the fabricated world of older demented patients was infered more
clearly when the amount of pattern-synthesized data was high(combination of visuoauditory information with
memory)than when the amount of data obtained by initial and subsequent analyses was high.
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elderly demented patients, caregivers, fabricated world, information processing, inference
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